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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCI PAL 
 
 
 
Here we are – half way through the first semester of the 2006/2007 school year.  Today 
your child will be receiving his or her midterm report card and will be well on the way to 
completing this semester. 
 
We’ve had a busy semester so far, with lots of student activities and events.  Our teams 
are active and out there winning, our clubs are up and running, we’ve had a school dance, 
assemblies, speakers and other events.  We are planning a coffee house later this month; 
we have the Central Bank of the Canadian Armed Forces performing later in the month 
and we are busy planning our holiday activities. 
 
One of the most memorable events of this fall was the Remembrance Day Assembly.  
This Assembly was one full year in the making.  Pat M ason from our Social Science and 
Art Departments, spearheaded this moving and spectacular tribute to our veterans – past 
and present.  He and his student volunteers spent hundreds of hours reproducing “ Above 
Falaise”, by Robert Hyndman.  The original painting sits in the Canadian War M useum 
and was loaned to us for the ceremony, complete with official security escort.  The 
reproduction prepared by our students was 65 feet by 65 feet and adorned the walls of the 
gym during the ceremony.  Robert Hyndman was our special guest and was deeply 
moved by the efforts of Pat and his students.  The following is the press release issued for 
the event: 
 



NEWS RELEASE from the 
OTTAWA-CARLETON DISTRICT SCHOOL 
BOARD 
West Carleton Secondary School Spent A Year Preparing For Its 
2006 Remembrance Day Activities – And it Was Well Worth The 
Wait 

 
November 6, 2006 Ottawa – Robert S. Hyndman is a WWI I veteran.  The 93 
year old soldier is also a renowned war artist, and successful ly piloted a 
spi tfi re during the Battle of Bri tain.  His artwork is on display at the War 
Museum and is considered by many as both artfully painted, and accurate in 
every detai l . 
 
That artwork is about to take on a li fe of i ts own on Friday, November 10.  
Hundreds of West Carleton students have over the last year, created a sixty-
five foot by sixty-five foot reproduction of that painting which wi ll  be 
unveiled at the Remembrance Day Celebrations – commencing at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Mr. Hyndman is unaware that the students have been preparing this monument 
to him. 

 
School  Principal  Jean Cory says students wi ll  also provide an interesting 
interpretation of songs and dancers wi ll  translate the mood and affects of 
war.  Local  legion representatives wi ll  be show-casing a new and gri tty film 
prior to the laying of the wreaths by school  and communi ty leaders. 
 
 
 

I want to say a personal and public thank you to Pat, his many students and the many 
staff that helped to put this event on for us and for our community.  The presence of 50 
guests was very special and we want our community to know how much we honour and 
thank our veterans. 
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Open letter to the Editor: 
 

On Friday November 10 I had the honour of representing the West Carleton Branch of the Royal  
Canadian Legion at the Remembrance Service which was held at the West Carleton Secondary School.  

First, let me say that I  cannot  express how pl eased and surprised I was when I  went through the 
doors and was confronted by a sea of red as the staff and students showed their support for our troops by 
participating in the Red Fridays campaign which is currently sweeping our nation. It was just one of many 
surprises the day was to bring. 

Upon entering the building I was immediately assigned a student escort who gave me a tour of the 
school. First there was a large trophy case full of military memorabil ia. Clothing, medals, certi ficates and 
photographs. I only wish we had something as grand as this in our branch! Next I was shown a wall of 
letters the students had sent to our t roops over in A fghanistan. I was very impressed by the effort and 
sincerity that I found in these letters. A fter our tour I was escorted to the library to await the Remembrance 
Service. That’ s when I saw a collage of photos and information panels that depicted life in A fghanistan. It 
was becoming very cl ear to me that the staff and students at “ West”, as they like to be called, were doing a 
lot more than just supporting our troops. 

A fter a brief stay in the Library, we were all escorted into the gymnasium where I was absolutely 
blown away by what I saw. There were floor to ceil ing paintings on every wall. There were flags, cadets, 
students in red, a beautiful cenotaph and so much more.  We were taken back to the war years when one of 
the students sang the famous Vera Lynn tune “ We’ ll meet again”  followed by a moving rendition of 
“ Empty chairs and empty tables”. My only complaint was that I would have loved to have heard more. 
They were extremely talented young women! 

A highlight of the event for me was in meeting Flight Lieutenant Robert Hyndman – a renowned 
war artist and former Spit fire pilot who fl ew in the Battle of Britain. I am well versed on that battle and 
meeting someone who actually participated left me speechless and in awe. 

Being a Legion member I have attended many Remembrance Day Servi ces but this is one I wil l 
never forget. I tip my hat to Patrick Mason, the teacher who took on this project. I would also like to thank 
Principal Jean Cory and the rest of the staff at “ West” who have clearly made Remembrance more than just 
a one day event. I especially want to applaud and congratulate all of the students who put so much passion 
and effort into this day. In doing so, you all demonstrated to me that “ West”  is BEST!  

In closing I would l ike to remind everyone that not all of our veterans are “ long in the tooth”. 
Today there are many war scarred veterans who are in their twenties. They are proud of their efforts and we 
should be proud of them. Please, show your support by wearing red on Fridays. 
 
Mike Demers 
Immediate Past President 
West Carleton Branch 616 
Royal Canadian Legion 

Lest we forget 



�
Next semester, we are introducing two new courses to our senior students.  One course, 
Police Services and Fire Protection, is Dan Zuro’s project and involves partnerships with 
the Ottawa Police, the Ottawa Fire Department and the Ottawa Paramedic Service.  This 
course will give students who are considering emergency services as a career, a taste of 
the type of work, skills and knowledge that they will need if they pursue this at the post-
secondary level.  It is a course that draws upon curriculum from Physical Education, Law 
and Science (Biology and Health) and wil l provide students with field trips that put them 
in the “ real world” of emergency services.  We are all very excited about this course.  
Congratulations, Dan. 
 
We are also offering a Health Care course.  This is a program that will help expose our 
students to health care as a potential career choice.  It will draw upon the Technology 
curriculum for personal support services, and on the Phys Ed and Science curriculum for 
health and biology.  This course, like the Emergency Services Course, is designed to 
provide students with very valuable life ski lls and exposure to the real world of Health 
Sciences.  Catie Clapp, our Science Department Head was instrumental in putting this 
program together for our kids.  Thank you Catie. 
 
So – we have had an exciting semester so far and are planning for an exciting semester to 
come.  I continue to marvel at the skills and talents of the staff, students and parents in 
the West Carleton Secondary School community and I thank you for your continued 
support for our school.  Our School Council is the best ever and they continue to fund-
raise to provide grants to student groups, clubs, teams and events – all of which help to 
make the school experience richer for our kids.  Thank you for making West the Best ! 
 
Notices: 
 
2006/2007 Graduates 
We will be holding commencement ceremonies on June 27th, 2007 for all graduating students.  Please 
mark your family calendar if you have a student who will be f inishing their high school career this 
year.  Commencement is the school’s celebration event for our graduates and we love to share this 
event with their families.  Students in their graduating year of ten plan additional events on their 
own.  These have been “ grad trips”  over March Break, boat cruises, dinner-dances and other events.  
Please be aware that such events are planned and organized by grads and are neither sponsored nor 
supervised by school staff .  In the event that your graduate is planning to participate in such events, 
please take the time to discuss issues of  personal safety and responsibil ity with your son or daughter. 
 
Attendance 
Regular and punctual attendance is a key factor in student success.  Please help your son or daughter 
to establish personal habits and time management skil ls that support regular and punctual 
attendance.  Students are provided with school bus transportation that gets them to school safely and 
on time.  I f you or your student chooses an alternate means of  transportation, please ensure that it 
respects the school’s timetable.  When a student is going to be absent for any reason, please call the 
school at 832-2773 prior to 7:30 of each day of  absence.    

 
Students Who Drive 
While all students are encouraged to use the school bus provided to them, some families f ind it more 
convenient for students to drive.  Any student who drives to school must register all cars in the main 



of fice and must display the parking permit in the f ront window of the car.  Students may not use the 
car as a site for social gatherings.  Students may not transport other students without express 
permission of the parents (both their own and the other student’s parent).  Students must obey all 
rules of the road and follow all signage.  Students who abuse the privilege of  parking will have that 
privilege revoked.   

 
Assessment and Evaluation – Exams – Academic Integri ty 
Assessment and evaluation are critical to student learning and classroom program.  Students are 
expected to submit work as required by teachers and to be present and participating in assessment 
and evaluation activities.  Please do not plan holidays, events or other absences during evaluation, 
and most particularly during exam period  (January 24 – 31, inclusive and June 18 – 25, inclusive).  
Academic integrity is highly valued at West Carleton and students who submit plagiarized wor k, 
who share work with others inappropriately, or who commit academic f raud are deemed not to have 
performed the evaluation task and a mark of  zero will be assigned.   
 
 
Valuables 
All students are provided with a locker for their exclusive use during the school year.  This locker 
must be locked with a combination lock and the combination provided to the main off ice.  Students 
must not share lockers and should not share combinations with other students.  Please encourage 
your student to leave valuables (MP3, cell phones) at home to ensure security of these possessions.  
While it is a rare occurr ence, ther e have been items that have been lost f rom backpacks lef t in 
hallways, change rooms and other areas in the school, included both locked and unlocked lockers.  
While we investigate and follow up on every item, the school is not responsible for lost or stolen 
items. 
 
Student Registration Veri fication Sheet 
Parents will find a Student Registration Verif ication Sheet included in the report card package sent 
home with each student.  Parents are asked to corr ect any errors or add any appropriate updates 
directly on the Student Registration Verif ication Sheet.  This sheet should then be signed by the 
parents and returned by the student to the main off ice. 
 
 
 
 
 
PHYSICAL  &  HEAL TH EDUCATION 
 
 
 
Sport Shorts 
 
Congratulations to the Gi rls’  Field Hockey Team who defended their N.C.S.S.A.A. Tier 
2 Championship this year. Coaches M. K. Kidney and Ms. A. Bar ber weathered some 
of the worst playing conditions to repeat their undefeated season.  The coaches would 
like to thank the team for another great year. 
 
 
The Cross Country Running Team had another successful season this year.  Mr. J. 
Smedley and Mr. D. Zuro continue to send a contingent of strong runners to the local 
championships as well as O.F.S.A.A. The Junior Girls team won the Glebe Invitational, 
the West Division Championship and just missed taking the National Capital 



Championship again this year due to runners being sidelined with injuries. The girls still 
placed all three runners in the top 19 and had two of them invited to attend OFSAA. 
Anna Nativ dominated the M idget Girls category winning the Glebe invitational, the 
West Division Championship, the National Capital Championship and then going on to 
place 17th out of 220 at OFSAA in Thunder Bay. Alanna Weatherby also attended 
OFSAA and placed 125th out 227 runners closing the gap on the other runners also 
representing the NCSSAA. 
 
Mr. J. Burns and the Senior Boys’  Soccer Team qualified for the ‘AA’  playoffs once 
again this year.  The boys had a strong season and look toward next year and a  run at the 
championship. 
 
The Junior Boys’  Soccer Team coached by Mr. J. McDougal l  also reached the 
quarterfinals this year.  Next year looks like a ‘banner’  (hopefully the championship type) 
year for the boys. 
 
Mr. J. Nicholson and Mr. J. Tovee would like to thank members of their Boys’  Gol f 
Team for another great golf season.  The team had a strong placing in both the M ayor’s 
Cup and the N.C.S.S.A.A. Championships. 
 
 
The Senior Gi rls’  Basketball  Team and Mr. A. Ashton are finishing their season as we 
are going to print.  This has been a rebuilding year for the team and they have been 
improving on a weekly basis.  Good luck in the playoffs which begin next week. 
 
 
Ms. J. Olenick and the Junior Gi rls’  Basketball  Team have completed play for the 
year.  The team continually progressed through out the season.  Good luck to the team 
next year. 
 
The Gi rls’  Hockey Team is continuing to focus on winning the Tier 2 Championships 
this year.  Mr. J. Cutts and Mr. B. Ki l loran have the girls working hard as they attempt 
to reclaim the championship trophy.  Good luck, ladies! 
 
Winter Season Tryouts: Students are encouraged to try out for the following winter 
teams; Boys’  Hockey, Varsity Boys’  Basketball, Varsity Girls’  Volleyball, Girls’  
Curling, Nordic Skiing and Girls’  Alpine Ski ing. Come out and join the fun! 
 
The Physical  and Heal th Education Department has once again qualified for the 
Highest Level  of the Quali ty Daily Physical  Education Awar d for High School 
presented annually by C.A.H.P.E.R.D.  This is the fourth year in row that West Carleton 
has received such an award. 
 
 
Athletic Association:  Students have successfully organized and run a Tournament of 
Champions and a Pep Rally this fall. Athletic clothing will go on sale in the foyer next 



week, just in time for Christmas. Listen for announcements for the following events; 
Christmas ‘Fowl” Shoot, 3 on 3 basketball tournament, volleyball tournament and the 
Winter Pep Rally.  GO WOLVES GO! 
 
 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
 
 
This years Grade 11 outdoor education class had the opportunity to take part in an 
introduction to whitewater canoeing at Palmers Rapids.  Fortunately,  we had reasonable 
weather and good water levels.  Over the course of a couple of days, the students 
practiced the skills required to successfully paddle in moving water while several 
members of the group experienced what it was like to flip a canoe and swim in the 
current.  Upon returning to school, the class began to prepare for a day of mountain 
biking in the Gatineau Hil ls with numerous class rides on local roads and trai ls to develop 
their fitness and hill cl imbing ski lls. Once again we were fortunate to have good weather 
for the days outing.  M ore recently the class was exposed to an indepth unit on map and 
compass skills which will be fol lowed by indoor rock climbing on the school©s cl imbing 
wall. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
ENGLISH 
 
The Grade 10 English classes are compiling creative media assignments for a Romeo and 
Juliet fair on M onday, November 27, 2006 from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  We would like to invite 
you to celebrate the work of Shakespeare that evening.  Students have been working very 
hard to create these projects for your enjoyment.  Hope to see you there to celebrate with 
us. 
 
 
STUDENT SERVICES 
 
Take our Kids to Work Day 
 
On November 1, approximately 150 Grade 9 students from West Carleton participated in 
this national program aimed at career exploration and strengthening the connection 
between education and their future.  Thank you to parents and the community for your 
support of this experiential learning opportunity. 
 
Graduates 
 
M any West Carleton students have taken advantage of opportunities to attend a variety of 
post secondary information sessions and open houses this fall.  Guidance Counsellors 
will continue to be available to address questions and concerns regarding the research and 
application process.  College and university liaison representatives may also be contacted 
via e-mail or telephone at any time.   Telephone numbers and e-mail addresses may be 
found in guide books which have been distributed to students during the in-school 
information sessions.   
 
 
 
 
Universi ty Appl icants 
 
Students planning to apply to an Ontario university next year have been given a copy of 
INFO71 which is an invaluable tool in the research process. The online version may be 
found at www.electronicinfo.ca 
Students are anxiously awaiting their official PIN numbers from the Ontario Universities’  
Application Centre (OUAC), which will al low access to the application website.   
Students will be notified via the announcements as soon as the PIN numbers arrive.   The 
deadline for students to submit completed on-line applications to the OUAC is January 
10, 2007.   M ore specific information related to an Ontario university may be found at 
www.ouac.on.ca. 
 



Students planning to apply to a university out of province should check the university 
website for application information and make an appointment with a Guidance Counselor 
for further information. 
 
College Appl icants 
 
Students applying to college have received a copy of the Ontario College Guide and will 
soon receive an Ontario College Handbook.   The deadl ine for applying in order to be 
considered on an equal basis with all other applicants is February 1, 2007.   The 
application will be completed on-line at www.ontariocolleges.ca .   Students can search 
for programs of interest and find useful links about budgeting for col lege, study skills, 
careers, scholarships, financial assistance and much more. 
 
Colleges are starting to offer applied degree programs which are unique and distinct from 
a university program.   They offer the best of both worlds - the technical and practical 
strengths of a college education, and the theoretical foundations of a bachelor’s degree.   
Consult college websites or calendars for details and program requirements. 
 
Financial  Matters 
 
There is no denying that post secondary education is expensive.   Scholarship 
opportunities with varying deadl ines are presented on an ongoing basis throughout the 
school year.   Students may wish to start their research by building a personal profile at 
www.scholarshipscanada.com , www.studentawards.com , and  www.schoolfinder.com . 
 
Students are reminded to check the scholarship binder and bul letin board regularly for 
new opportunities.    Frequently, parents’  employers, unions, and club affiliations offer 
scholarships/ bursaries as well.   Students requiring financial assistance should also check 
out http://osap.gov.on.ca  for loans, scholarships and bursaries offered by the province of 
Ontario. 
 
 
 
 
Students in all grades are reminded that they must complete 40 hours of community 
service as a requirement of graduation.    M any opportunities exist in the weeks before 
Christmas to fulfill at least a portion of the required hours.    Students should check the 
Volunteer binder and bul letin board for current opportunites.   Don’t leave this until the 
final months of grade 12! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
WCSS LIBRARY 
 
The library has been a busy place so far this semester! 
 
 
National  School  Library Day  
West Carleton celebrated National School L ibrary Day on 
October 23rd by inviting thirty members of the school 
community to come in and read aloud to our students. 
Neighbours, school board staff and other adults with a West 
Carleton connection read from a wide variety of material, 
ranging from historical controversies to children’s books. 
This event was a part of West Carleton’s ongoing 
commitment to promoting literacy and love of reading.  
 
.    
New Webpages 
Library resources – including information on where to 
access information and how to document it – are now 
available on the West Carleton website.  Go to 
www.westcarleton.ca and cl ick on the “ Library Resources” 
link.             Brenda Davies, site supervisor 
                                                                                                     of the Bill M ason Centre,  
             reads to students as part   
             of National School Library 
                        Day 
 
 
Lunch Hour Success 
The library is proving to be a popular destination at lunch, regularly welcoming over 80 
students every lunch hour.  Students come to do research, finish schoolwork, find a book 
or simply to relax. 
 
 
New Books 
 
Thanks to our dedicated team of volunteers – Patricia Paley, M ary Braun and Susan 
Pauly – we have dozens of attractive new books on display.  This year’s acquisitions will 
focus on French immersion resources and the updating of our genre and mainstream 
fiction. 
 
 
 



 
MATHEMAT ICS 
 
 
GO ENG GIRL 
 
West Carleton Secondary School has been involved 
in the Youth Science and Technology Outreach 
Project or YSTOP.  Last spring a few of our female 
students were able to attend an afternoon at 
Carleton University to learn about the wonderful 
world of engineering.  They were given cardboard, 
syringes, tubes and duct tape and had to build a 
hydraulic arm capable of picking up a ping-pong 
ball. 
 
 
 
 
Last week, twenty girls from WEST had an exciting opportunity to visit Nortel.  This 
Nortel Event was held during the International Technology Week and West Carleton was 
the chosen school to represent the rural community.  The students were exposed to 
informative lectures about how engineering is not about just building bridges.  They saw 
how engineering and medicine can be combined to help premature babies, and how 
engineering and the pharmaceutical companies can create exciting new products.  The 
girls were also exposed to a few demonstrational activities.  If your daughter is interested 
in engineering, has strong marks in math and sciences, and would like to participate in 
activities in the future, please contact M me M enna. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

NOVEMBER 2006 
 
14 School Council M eeting 
16 Report Cards Issued 
17 PD Day 
23 Last Day to Change a Course for Semester II 
24        Gr 10 History Field Trip-War M useum 8-2:15 p.m. 
27        Gr 10 – “ Romeo & Juliet Fair” 
            4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
28        1:00- Assembly-Central Band of Canadian Armed Forces 
30        Drama Show/Coff ee House  
             7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. 
 
DECEMBER 2006 
   
1       Winter Pep Rally 1:45-2:15 p.m. 
4        Grad Photos 8:00-2:15 p.m. 
5        Grad Photos 8:00-2:15 p.m. 
7        Co-op Fair Gr 11-12  
           11:35-2:15 
14      Sundae Party Gr 9-12 
           1:00-2:15 p.m. 
15     M usic Concert 2:15-9:00 p.m. 
19     Dance Showcase 7:30-10:00 p.m. 
20     Dance Showcase 7:30-10:00 p.m. 
22     Holiday Breakfast Student Council 
         8:00-9:15 a.m. 
22     Holiday Assembly Student Council 
         1:00-2:15 p.m. 
 
JANUARY 2007 
 
 9         School Council M eeting 
12 Student Blood Donor Clinic  
15-19  EQAO M ath Testing Gr 9 
17        Drama Show 
18 Senior Dance Show 7 – 9:30 p.m. 
24-31  Exams 
 
FEBRUARY 2007 
 
8 Report Cards Issued 
9 PD Day 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


