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FEBRUARY 2009

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

While the weather may not reflect it, by the time you read this newsletter our Spring
semester will be well under way. Our new grade nine students will have experienced
their first set of high school exams and made the switch to four new courses. Y ou will
have received your son or daughter’s report card on February 10" and will very shortly
be involved with your child in planning for next year — whether that means continuing at
West Carleton or graduating and moving on to the future.

We've had agreat year so far and the rest of this year will provide your son or daughter
with lots of opportunities to have academic success and participate in events, clubs, and
teams. For those of you with achild in grade nine, | hope that the first semester was a
terrific one for your son or daughter and that they are finding their niche in West Carleton
and are feeling like thisis where they belong. Many thanks must go out to our wonderful
students and teachers involved in the Link Crew program. It has had a positive impact on
our new grade nine students and on the school as awhole.



Thisisthe last semester of high school for some of our students and an exciting time for
our graduates as they plan for next year and for the future. Be sure to take advantage of
information sessions and assistance through our Student Services Department. They will
help to prepare your student for the next step in their future. Parents of graduating
students should also note that Commencement 2009 will be held on the afternoon of
Thursday, June 25™. Y ou will be receiving aformal invitation in the mail closer to that
date. Commencement is the school’s celebration of your child’s graduation and isan
important event for al of us. Parents should aso take careful note that while some
students are also planning events to celebrate their graduation such as dinners, dances,
boat cruises, March Break holidays, etc., these activities are not school activities and
are not endorsed or supervised by school staff. If you have any questions or concerns
about these activities please direct them to Mr. MacQueen (Vice-Principal for senior
students) or me (Mr. Anderson, Principal).

For parents of students not yet ready to graduate, we will be holding an Information
Evening and Open House on Thursday, February 19™, 2009 to assist with the course
selection process. Thisevening is aso thefirst opportunity for parents of next year’s
grade nine studentsto visit the school, meet our staff, and see the outstanding range of
programs we are offering at West Carleton. The Information Evening and Open House
on Thursday, February 19" will begin with an information session for our new parentsin
the cafeteria at 6:30 and will continue in an “open house” format until 8:00 pm.
Opportunities will be available to talk to teachers about next year’s program, to Student
Services staff about post secondary plans and to see some WCSS activities, performances
and productions. We encourage all parents with questions about course selections for
next year to join us for this event.

The Spring semester is aso bringing some changes to West Carleton Secondary School.
Oneisthis newsdletter, which for the first time at West Carleton will be published
primarily as an electronic document. Initially thiswill mean that the newsletter will be
posted on the school web page rather than printed and sent home, although paper copies
will be available from the main office upon request. We hope thiswill not only reduce
paper consumption but will aso improve communication asit will beimpossible for
students to leave this newsletter behind in their lockers! Aswe continue to learn, we
hope to change the style to be more web-friendly and perhaps more frequent in issue.

Another change to improve communication will be the issue of progress reports instead
of letters of concern. In the past, after approximately six weeks of classes, teachers
issued letters of concern for only those students they felt were struggling. While this
process helped highlight the concerns and prompt further communication, it was viewed
by some as a negative process that |eft some uncertainty in the minds of parents that did
not receive these reports. Now, at about the same time into the semester, every student
will receive aprogress report. Thisreport will provide a one page summary of their
courses with some genera feedback on progressin each class. Parents can then use this
information to help guide decisions for the parent teacher interviews that will follow and
to spur further discussion between student, parent, and teacher where appropriate. We



hope this will be a positive step to improving communication for al students, parents,
and teachers.

Two other exciting additions— Smart Boards and the Laptop initiative - are putting West
Carleton at the forefront in the use of technology for improving learning.  With the
addition of Smart Boards (interactive whiteboards with web access) to seven classrooms
in the school, students are being engaged in learning in exciting new ways. While not
every student will have access, careful planning has been done to ensure that for every
course that uses a Smart Board, every section of that course will be scheduled into a
classroom with a Smart Board. West Carleton grade nine business students are also
involved in an initiative using laptops that marks afirst for the Ottawa-Carleton District
School Board. Each student will be provided with awireless mini-laptop instead of a
course text and in addition to using this as atool for the business course, they will be able
to usethisasatool in their other courses and at home. It reflects very positively on our
school and community that West was selected to pilot this project that requires students,
teachers, and parents to appreciate the responsibilities inherent with this exciting new
learning opportunity.

Asaways, we at West Carleton are very interested in your feedback on school issues. |
encourage you al to talk to your child’ s teachers, attend school council meetings, check
the school website regularly, and call, write, or email with any comments or concerns.
Aswe head into the last half of the school year, | wish you and your family health,
happiness and a great spring 2009.

Colin Anderson
Principal

WeareWes!
Learning Respanshility Regpedt

West Carleton has anew slogan! As part of our Character Education plan, we wanted to
devise a slogan which would be easily identifiable and would capture the spirit and
purpose of West. We think this slogan achieves this goal by implicitly highlighting the
importance of community (We are West!) and explicitly highlighting our focus on
learning and character development. We hope thiswill be used as an effective
complement to the long standing “West is Best!” slogan.



SCHOOL WIDE TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVES@WEST

One L aptop Per Child

An exciting initiative is taking place this
semester at West Carleton Secondary
School for all grade nine students taking
business. In conjunction with the
Business and Learning Technology
department of the Ottawa-Carleton
District School Board, West Carleton
Secondary School is very pleased to be
part of apilot project that will provide a
laptop for every student taking BTT10
this semester. Rather than working in a
traditional computer lab, these students

will work out of aregular classroom with access to our wireless network and a
smartboard. Much like a course textbook, alaptop will be
issued to each child at the beginning of the course and

returned at the end.

It is our hope that this project will achieve two important
goas. Thefirst isto demonstrate the value of alaptop asa
cross curricular learning tool, used not just in the business
course but also in all other courses as appropriate.
Secondly, and just asimportant, is to demonstrate that our
grade nine students will show the appropriate level of
responsibility required to care for and effectively use such

atool to improve their learning.



WEST ISGOING WIRELESS

To enable the grade nine business students to have access to their “mini laptops” in their
other courses, wireless has been installed in the school. We arein the testing stage of this
initiative with wireless only being accessible by the BTT 10 students. Later this
semester, the wireless system will be upgraded with a newer, stronger version.

SMARTBOARDS

Smartboards are interactive whiteboards that are directly
linked to the computer and internet. These whiteboard
systems make learning in a 21% century classroom fun and
engaging. Three of these large computer screens were
instaled in classrooms last December and West has ordered
4 more. Therewill be smartboards in the language, science,
business, mathematics and library/coop departments. The
smartboards will be linked to specific courses such as FSF
1P, MPM 2D, SBI 3U and MAP 4C to name afew and not to
particul ar teachers.

MATHEMATICSAND BUSINESS DEPARTMENT

Is your child seeking enrichment math opportunities? The first Waterloo
Math Contests will be written on February 18". If interested in writing the
next set of math contestsin April, please see Mrs. Loppe or Mrs. Tsvirinkal.
Math Club meets every Tuesday at lunch in Room 213.



TRANSITIONS

Last December, our grade 9 students along with our

Link Crew Leaders had a Ginger Bread Man

Decorating Test in the cafeteria. The grade nines and
their Link Crew Leaders enjoyed
eating their art work at the end of
the session.

In order to help our grade eights

have an easier transition into high

school next year, the grade eight
and grade nine teachers will be getting together later this week to discuss curriculum
expectations at the different grade levels. We will aso look into our assessment and
evaluation practices to better mesh both panels.

Grade 8 Parent’s Night takes place February 19" at 6:30 p.m.

LE DEPARTEMENT DE FRANCAIS

Two very exciting cultural events are happening between now and the March Break in
the French department.

Thisweek, Mlle Lenz, M. Bailey and Mme Coleman arein St. Donat, Québec for a3
night, 4 day ski and culture adventure. Twenty-five grade 10 and 11 students will be
skiing, snowshoeing, singing French folk songs and experiencing maple sugar products
al in French! We look forward to hearing all about it on Thursday when they come back.

On Wednesday March 11, this semester’ simmersion students will be heading to the
“Théétre de la Catapulte’ to see a play entitled Regarde-Moi. Regarde-Moi is aplay
about adolescence, peer relationships, school life and difficulties that some youth may
encounter all told with humour and empathy. This field trip is an opportunity for
immersion students to see a French play and also to speak with the actors after the show.

West Carleton has also been given the opportunity to have students write the French
Language AP exam in May. Grade 12 students who are successful on the AP exam can
be granted a university credit in French next year. Please see Mme Cullen or Mme
Woods if you are interested in writing the AP French exam this spring.



NEW CLUB CELEBRATESDIVERSITY

West Carleton’s new Diversity Club enjoyed a very successful first semester. Our Club’s
goal isto promote universal respect, regardless of gender, race, ability, religion, or sexual
orientation. We also foster proactive, instead of reactive, approaches to tolerance issues at
West.

Oneinitiative we led in October was “Mix It Up”. The challenge to students was to eat
lunch with someone outside of their regular socia circle. “Mix It Up” was very
enthusiastically received by the students, who gathered in a huge group of hundreds to
enjoy lunch together, and who eagerly invited all passersby to joinin!

In December, we shifted our focus to the solemn commemoration of the National Day of
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. We distributed hundreds of
white ribbons; as well, a banner sporting student signatures — each one a personal pledge
to speak out on violence against women — was created.

Diversity Club members will be spearheading a promotion of Black History Monthin
February, and are looking forward to a very productive spring! New members are aways
welcome to join our crew; we meet every Wednesday in Room 208 at 11:00 a.m..

Members of West’s Diversity Club show off the signatures collected as part of their White
Ribbon Campaign.



NEWS FROM THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

The science teachers are pleased to announce the imminent arrival of anew SMART
board! Classes benefitting from the SMART board experience this semester include Mrs.
McColeman® SNC2DF French Immersion Science, Ms. Olenick® SBI3U Biology/SNC
2P Science, and Mrs. Haggerty® SBI 4U Biology. We look forward to integrating this
cutting edge technology into our classrooms.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Thisyears Gr. 11 Outdoor Ed class was fortunate to experience some great weather and
conditions for outings and class activities. Studentsimproved their skills over the course
of the semester as they took part in avariety of outings. Highlightsincluded a great trip
to Pamers Rapids for an introduction to canoeing in moving water, mountain biking in
Gatineau Park, and scuba diving at the Walter Baker Pool. Students also increased their
knowledge in avariety of areas at the school while participating in indoor climbing and
high ropes activities, cooperative games, map and compass applications and afew days
of cross country skiing. And who can forget Legoman and the Great Egg Drop.
Congratulations to the students for a great semester.



STUDENTS COUNCIL

Students’ Council is hosting West Carleton’s second dance of the school year. This coming
Thursday, February 12 the cafeteriawill be rocking and rolling all night long! Tickets are on sale
everyday at lunch in the foyer for $7.00. Come and meet some new people.

STUDENT SERVICES

Option Sheets

Option sheet and program booklet distribution will be completed by February 19 and will be due
to the Period 1 teacher by Monday, February 23.

It isimportant that choices are well researched, completed and handed in on time since school
officials construct the master timetable, and staff the school based on these choices.
Opportunities to change at a later date will be limited since classes often fill up after the initial
option sheet selections. Option sheets returned after the February 23 due date will be date
stamped to establish priority.

Students graduating or otherwise not returning are asked to indicate thisin a special section on the
option sheet.

Ontario University Applicants

Once al your academic information has been received, the universities may issue early
conditional offers of admission. Each university will determine its own criteriafor a conditional
offer. Students can expect the universities to respond to their applications no later than May 25,
20009.

For more specific information please refer to the OUAC website www.ouac.on.ca

If you are taking any courses outside of regular day school please notify your guidance counsel or
so that information is accurate and compl ete.

Many universities host spring open houses during March Break. We strongly encourage
applicantsto visit those universities they have applied to. These open houses are an excellent
opportunity to tour the campus and residences, hear specific program/faculty presentations and
ask questions of staff and students. Check the individual university websites or
www.electronicinfo.ca (then choose Campus Visits) for dates and times. Alternatively, individual
campus tours can also be arranged if required.




Ontario College Applicants

OCAS will send your program choices and grades to each college on your application. To assist
the college in making a decision, you may be asked to complete additional requirements. This
may include supplying more information, attending an information or test session or completing a
guestionnaire. The college will contact you directly with further instructions. Please be aware of
any additional requirements and schedul e tests and interviews promptly.

Each college will process your application and decide if you will be accepted into the program
you have selected.

The colleges will inform you directly of their admission decision. If you are taking any courses
outside of your regular day school, it is your responsibility to notify your guidance counselor so
that marks are updated with OCAS.

Although the equal consideration date of February 2 has passed you may still apply to college
pending space availability.

Many colleges also host spring open houses during March Break. These open houses are an
excellent opportunity to tour the campus and residences, hear specific program presentations and
ask questions of staff and students. Check www.algonguincollege.com (then choose Campus
Events) for Algonquin College or the website of the college of your choice for details.
Alternatively, individual campus tours can also be arranged if required.

Night School

Registration is still open for students wishing to take a Reach Ahead or Make-up course with the
Ottawa Carleton District School Board. Classes are held at the Adult High School at 300
Rochester St. and at Merivale High School at 1755 Merivale Rd. Applications are available in
Student Services and require the permission of the home school. See your guidance counselor
as soon as possibleif you areinterested.

Final registration takes place until February 10 for Reach Ahead and February 20 for Make-Up at
440 Albert St. from 9am to 3:30 pm. or at the high school site of your course choice February 9
and 10 from 6 to 7:30 pm.

It is the student’ s responsibility to ensure that final marks from al classes taken outside of regular
day school are given to Student Services and reflected on the transcript.



Studentsin al grades are reminded that they must complete 40 hours of community service as a
requirement of graduation. Senior students planning on graduating in June must have their
hours completed and reported to the main office by May 11 in order to receive their
diploma. Studentsin grades 9 to 11 are encouraged to take advantage of opportunities now to
avoid therushin final year. Whileit isthe responsibility of the student to make all arrangements
and ensure this requirement is met, opportunities which become known to the school are posted
on the Volunteer Bulletin Board and in the volunteer binder for student reference. Parents and
students are reminded that hours volunteered to private businesses, family and friends do not
qualify for community service credit. Please review the guidelines on the reverse side of the
community involvement sheet for alist of eigible/ineligible activities. If in doubt students
should have their hours pre-approved to avoid volunteering hours they might not otherwise do.
See Mrs. Oxner or Mrs. Doyle as soon as possible if you are having problems.

BUILDING CHARACTER

The winners of our “Building Character” poster contest are Alexx Charron and Katherine Craig.
These two talented students created an excellent poster which highlights the character traits we
have embraced: respect, responsibility, empathy, integrity and perseverance. The poster now
appears throughout the school to serve as areminder of the core values we stand for. Thank you
Alexx and Katherine.




WAX WORKS

On December 1, 2008 the art department at West Carleton had the unique
opportunity to host MASC artist Dawn Dale, thanks to a generous subsidy
by the City of Ottawa. Ms. Dale is an accomplished scul ptor who has
exhibited throughout Canada, in the United States and Mexico. Ms. Dale
demonstrated the techniques that she has evolved using wax as her
medium, and then gave the grade 9, 11 and 12 classes the opportunity to
create their own scul ptures using these materials.

This was a fantastic opportunity for the students, who enjoyed
working both with Ms. Dale and the tactile surfaces of the wax.

With her guidance, the students were able to create interesting works
while learning how to properly manipulate this versatile material.
We look forward to partnering with the City of Ottawaand MASC in
the future to offer additional workshopsto our very talented

students.

As an additional enrichment opportunity, the grade 12 Visual Art
students were also given a second opportunity to experiment with
wax through an encaustic workshop offered by local artist Brenda
Davies. In thisworkshop, the students were taught the ancient
practice of painting with pigments suspended in wax and dammar
resin. The students enjoyed |earning these techniques through
playful experimentation with these materials.

It is because of opportunities such as these that the West Carleton art
program is thriving. Thank-you for your continued support!

Artwork from top: Alex Lang, Stephanie Wu and Adrianne Humphrey



2009-2010 STUDENT TRANSFER TIMELINES

Each year, there is a Kindergarten registration period, a student transfer period for the elementary
and secondary panels, and a French Immersion Program registration period.

The following timelines will apply for the 2009-2010 school year:

Kindergarten Registration Period Monday, February 2 to Friday, February 6, 2009
Elementary Student Transfer Tuesday, February 17 to Friday, February 27, 2009
Application Period

Secondary Student Transfer Tuesday, February 17 to Friday, February 27, 2009
Application Period

Middle French Immersion Monday, February 23 to Friday, February 27, 2009
Registration Period

Late French Immersion Monday, February 23 to Friday, February 27, 2009
Registration Period

This information can also be found on the Board’ s website: www.ocdsb.ca



January 7, 2009

Toonie Tuesday! February 24, 2009

Thisis aone-day event organized by the Education Foundation of Ottawa. On Tuesday, February
24™ 2009, we will ask students to donate a Toonie! (We are suggesting a toonie, but we will accept any
amount!)

All funds raised on Toonie Tuesday will go directly to our Studentsin Crisis Fund that provides
emergency funding for our students. Last year over 50 schools participated and we raised over $15,000!

The Studentsin Crisis Fund was set up by the Education Foundation of Ottawa to support the
emergency needs of individual students brought about by financial hardship.

Over the past year, the Education Foundation has disbursed over $140,000 to pay for winter coats,
boots, hats and mitts, food vouchers, emergency medication such as Epi-pens and other medications where
the family cannot afford it, running shoes, emergency transportation, and field trip transportation for
hundreds of low-income students and their families.

In acommunity as wealthy as Ottawa, it's hard to fathom that many children and young adults
come to school on empty stomachs and others have no winter coats or boots. Recent research indicates
that over 40,000 childrenin our city live in poverty. Many of these kids go to our schools.

For more information, please call me at 613-596-8211x8303 or at patti.davis@ocdsb.ca.

Patti Davis
Executive Director

The Education Foundation of Ottawa is a registered charity that provides financial aid to studentsin the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.
Charitable Registration Number: 823738349RR0001



DATESTO REMEMBER

FEBRUARY 2009

8-11 French Ski Trip to St. Donat
10 Report Cards Issued

12 Last Day to Change Course
13  PDDay

16 Family Day

17 School Council Meeting

19 Option Sheet/

Information Night 6:30-8:00 p.m.

23 Option Sheets Due

MARCH 2009

6 Progress Reports Mailed
13-21 European Trip

16-20 March Break

26 Parent/Teacher Interviews

3:30-7:30 p.m.
APRIL 2009
2 EQAO-Literacy Test
3 30 Hour Famine

8-9  Musical Tribute 7:00-9:00 p.m.
10 Good Friday

13 Easter Monday

17 Mid-Term Report Cards Issued
21 School Council Meeting

24 Last Day to Drop Course
24-26 Dance Trip

MAY 2009

6-8  Outdoor Ed Canoe Trip
-Algonquin Park

15 Tournament of Champions

18 Victoria Day

19 School Council Meeting

26-27 Dance Show 7:30-9:30 p.m.

29 Sundae Party

JUNE 2009

3 Athletic Banquet

5-6  Relay for Life

8-12 EQAO Math

9 School Council Meeting

11 Dance Showcase
-Summative Project
7:00-9:00 p.m.

12 Grad Breakfast

16-23 Exams

24-26 PD Day

25 Commencement



